Classics 201, Section 1: Classics Seminar
I ntroduction to Greco-Roman M aterial Culture
Spring 2011

Class M eeting: W: 3:00-3:50; Wallace Hall 115

Instructor: Ben Costello

Office: 16 Wallace Hall

Office Hours: T/ Th: 11:00-11:50 (or whenever tloor is open)
Office Phone: (309) 457-2332

Home Phone: (716) 812-4075

E-Mail: bcostello@momn.edu

Course Description and Goals:

Objects of everyday life surround us almost withootice, yet their presence is essential to
the functioning of all aspects of society, from m®st basic component, the individual, to
large military, religious, and governmental indidas. This basic fact also holds true for the
ancient Greco-Roman world, which although is filltth iconic images of monumental
architecture and works of art, was dependent upenntore mundane objects of everyday
life. This course will provide an introduction tbe method and theory of material culture
studies and the various classes of objects thapdsenthe material record of the ancient
Mediterranean world (i.e. ceramic, glass, metak.)etParticipants will learn how
archaeological artifacts are classified, catalog@eal described. The emphasis of this
course will be on class discussion of topics raévi the course, which will be
augmented by outside readings.

By the end of this course students should be aldi® tthe following:
* Become familiar with the various categories of Gr&oman material culture,
particularly those in the Monmouth College collens.
* Become familiar with current scholarship dealinghwnaterial culture studies.
* Be familiar with basic techniques used in catalaguarchaeological material.
* Record archaeologically relevant data from diff¢i@asses of artifacts.

Course Reguirements and Palicies:

» Attendance: The nature of the engaged college classroom meg@ttendance
and active participation at all class lectures enents. Attendance is mandatory
and will be taken each session. Because of thdshan nature of the class, and
the limited meeting times, it is especially impaoitahat students attend every
session. As a result, attendance forms a signifipartion of the final grade.
While it is understandable that emergencies ame&si may interfere with class
attendance, due to the visual nature of the counsgsed classes can seriously
compromise student performance. Each student rimitped one unexcused
absence without penalty, with each additional unosgd absence resulting in a
5% reduction in the final grade. If a session iss@d, arrangements can be made
with the instructor to make up the time for reduceatlit (50%).




Note regarding Student Athletics, Religious Holislagnd/or Academic
Commitment (i.e. Conference): Absences relatetigee situations must be pre-
approved by the instructor. It is the respongipidf the student to provide a
complete list of any classes missed during the seanby the end of the second
week of the classes. In some cases further dodatreemmay be required.

Please pay particular attention to conflicts wistte$ of exams.

Extra Credit: Opportunities for extra credit will take the foroh attendance at
Classics Department and Archaeological lecturesnduthe course of the
semester. Attendance will be taken at the lectaed each student is responsible
for signing in to receive credit. No extra crea#signments will be given other
than that offered on exams and/or quizzes. Resg|destindividual extra credit
assignments will not be considered.

Make Up Policy: The only way to make up a missed session is wittx@used
absence. For the absence to be excused, you novgigacceptable
documentation from a qualified professional of acaes crisis. If such an event
occurs, the instructor must be notified within 23urs.

Accessibility/Office Hours: | encourage students to come to my office to discu
any questions, concerns, ideas, special considasatir other important issues. If
you have class during my office hours, | will schledappointments at other times
with advance notice. Students are welcome to lsyognd see me whenever my
office door is open. If my office door is closgiease feel free to e-mail me and |
will make every effort to respond within 24 hours.

Academic Honesty: Students in this course are encouraged to do hbewework
together. All other classwork, especially quizzed axams, must be the student's
own work. Plagiarism, i.e., copying someone elaeik without giving credit, is

to be avoided. Such copying--from a book, anothesstnate's paper, or any other
source--is dishonest.

At Monmouth College we view academic dishonesty #wreat to the integrity
and intellectual mission of our institution. Anyelach of the academic honesty
policy — either intentionally or unintentionallywll be taken seriously and may
result not only in failure in the course, but irsgansion or expulsion from the
college. It is each student’s responsibility todieanderstand and comply with the
general academic honesty policy at Monmouth Collagalefined in the Scots
Guide (http://department.monm.edu/stuserv/studantthook/academic.htm) and
to the specific guidelines for each course, ascetbd on the professor’s
syllabus.

The following areas are examples of violationshef academic honesty policy:

1. Cheating on tests, labs, etc;

2. Plagiarism, i.e., using the words, ideas, wgitior work of another without
giving appropriate credit — THIS INCLUDES WEBSITES.

3. Improper collaboration between students, i@t doing one’s own work on
outside assignments unspecified as group projediseinstructor. If two papers
with identical or nearly identical work are subradtby different studentbpth
paperswill receive a failing grade.

4. Submitting work previously submitted in anotbheurse, without previous




authorization by the instructor.
(This list is not intended to be exhaustive.)
* Miscellaneous:

0 Please be sure to turn off all electronic deviagste class begins. If you
use a computer to take notes, please insure thabtind is turned off, or
power up before class.

o0 Any student with a documented disability needingoaecmodations is
requested to speak directly to Disability Servigasllinger@monm.edu
or 309-457-2257) and to the instructor within thistftwo weeks of the
semester. All discussions will remain confidential.

o Please do not bring children and/or pets to class.

0 Please be punctual. Late arrivals disrupt theetass.

Cour se Assessment and Evaluation:
Grades in this course will be determined by théoWing:

Attendance - 40%
Participation - 40%
Final Project/Presentation: : 20%

Grading will be determined on the traditional sjraiscale (A=90-100%, B=80-89%,
C=70-79%, etc.
*All grades are non-negotiable.

* Final Project/Presentation: In consultation with the instructor, the studerit w
prepare a written evaluation (600-900 words) obhject from the Greco-Roman
world currently held in the Shields Collection ofitfquities at Monmouth
College. This will form the basis for an 8-10 nmi@presentation given to the
class at the end of the semester.

» Participation: Students are expected to come to class each gmghaompleted
any readings assigned for that day and prepardig¢ass them intelligently
during the session. Class participation is deteechibased on active involvement
and engagement in the classroom during each classng.

CaveatThe professor reserves the right to make changaslditions to this schedule.

Changes will be announced either in class or uaaé- If you are not in class when

such an announcement is made, it is the studeasponsibility to obtain updated

schedule information from either the professor ofassmate. Misunderstandings of the
schedule will not be considered a sufficient exdasdack of preparation or missing an

assignment or exam.



